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HIGH COURT OF SINDH KARAgJ-II il \

Dated:3eNovember, 2023 || | | | |

Fram: | | ARRLIE

Project Director, Access to Justice Program | ! il i ,! I

High Court of Sindh, Karachi % B ! L.

To: | II [ 1 |:
i !

All the Id. District & Sessions Judges, I u ‘ o

in Sindh. I ii I ;“ |

| | . il ! |

Sub: AMENDMENTS IN DLECS RULES, 2011 AND | ,WAﬁwEsE
CAMPAIGN. SRR | |

Ref: Letter No. F.149198)/2005LJCP-Sindh/AJDF of LJC#, dated zq| 11| 201|3‘i b

AR B

Apropos the above subject, please find enctdééd hére!\:Nith : ci'up\'i
of referred letter alongwith copy of amended DLEC Rules as weII as IEC’S
material received from LJCP, Islamabad with a request {o share & V\Lth "aIIII
stakeholders and to dissiminate and display such mater/al in court premises as

well as on official website of your respective districts; to make géenie‘irai'.

public awareé&about DLEGforum and access free legal ald ﬁhereform 2 8 |
Hitnt it
(SADA FYl |
| ProjectDirector |
| | I
e ' |1 I
v Copy is forwarded to: : | i 11

The Director, I.T. of this Court with the request to qhspqu/ ;;t:he!”l
amended DLEC rules and relevant material on ofﬁcral websztp 3 f :f?i"ﬁiah!

Court. I: (S 'l;
| i lli |. | ;I I ||!
i 18|

' i

.-’/ I | | |

R
| B I
I | | -I,. | il
| “ |I I
| | ll | ll ||
| | M '|I Il |5!
IR
| | | | {l | il.
NI
|I ! ‘ | Il
HEE

S W bl




< I
: i _ ) _
PH: 051-9207256 ' K. 14’198)!200%!i JCP bmth.lbl* ! (|
Fax: {151—0214’?97 Law and Justice Commlssmn cpﬂpa tistan i ';| I |
Supr eme|("nurt I?mlldhntF (I
g.)*'—-" lsiamaba || | || || l [I_ ||i|

i 510 : B www.lic gov.pk! | |
B NWAR \[1 | |!' |!. | | || || i
L ol |’ | | |

:BRP.NCH - _ |
7B X e A
w@gﬂﬂm Qf \Né\'\ A 20" Novy cmchr, 2023

= l bt
' ' I \| 1r| ||' Il

| || i
<UBJECT: AMENDMENTSIN DLECS RULES, 2011 AND AWARLNESS (‘AMAPA'IGW' A
Dear Sir, I l |L| ||:! I
|I || Il

| am directed to inform that on the recommendaions of thmGoverhlrig Bod SR

Access to Justice Development Fund (AJDF), the Law and Justice Commlssm'n of Paktsthd (I JCE‘} | | |, I
1 its meeting held on 11" August 2023 has increased the professmnal fee of leﬁal pracmlpncrs t*- i | |i|||[
| aid from Rs. 20,000/ to Rs. 40,000/ depending upd)nlthc namruo CdsL '

lity criteria of legal prdcuttoners flom 05 yeasslto l%w t
ctmsullatub l' | il

be appointed for free lega
The Commission has also revised the eligibi
.ars standing at Bar and decided that list of legal practitioners shall be mamtamed in

vith the President District Bar Association for period of 02 years. Accordlrﬁgiy | the Di' Fﬁ" Rul A
5011 are amended and notified. C opyof amended DLEC Rules is attached fc*f ready | 'r *'drclf:u. t |

would be highly appreuftted, if the referred amendmenh may be shared'u'fv th $ll|
& Sessions Judges/ Chairmen DLEC and other relevant stakeholders for Itﬁepr mfmt |.' I' .

i.\'?.. It is pertinent 1O mention here that while reviewing perfor mance olf the DLFle it hds ||
ed|f rllw?lm (i’[ | || |

11 observed that optimum benefit of this unique forum is not being qc lieve

awareness amongst the masses and even the relevant stakeholders are unaws are pbout tl slT‘mlmmHe | R

of such committees at district level and their mandate. | |||| | || | ' | | |
: | ! \ | |

Wil I

03. | am directed tO enclose herewith [EC material developed bylt € LJCPH cwlni L .| I
that briefly highlights the mandate, functions, procedure @ and eligibility’ ’rm“ t‘ung fi t'ﬂeg&’ll atd || |
with request to dissiminate and display in court premises and on nfﬁcnl mte' in *mng the |
citizens about this forum and advising them how t0 access free legal aid. | II| l || |||| ||| | I;

| | | |
04. Matter being important needs your pcrsonal attention. | '. '1 _| |

with regards,

lincl: As above. . ! 1B
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DISTRICT LEGAL EMPOWERMENT COMMITTEES (CO]TET ITU”l] 1 F\I &
FUNCTIONS) RULES, 2011 | Hin
11 |
I ! | l | | ||| ‘
| |

1. Short title and commencement. — (i) These Rules may be ca!leﬁﬂle D:stnﬂ !Le' al
Empowerment Committees (Constitution & Functions) Rules, 201 1‘ ‘l e ‘ ||‘ ﬁ
(ii) They shall come into force at once. ' | ‘l | | ‘ | |‘ !i
L

. Definitions.- In these rules, unless there is anything repugnank r1 thc S| bjji};t "(')r
contcxt . H ‘ | '| || |?

(a) “Chairperson” means Chairperson of the District Lega“,l ‘Empovqrél.
Committee; | | i || |
LI

(b) “Committee” means the District Legal Empowehh t C(prﬂnl‘{ittﬁe

constituted to administer and manage funds for the purpo'@ipIL Tf proVIHich of
legal aid to the deserving litigants; ] |

(¢) “Deserving Litigant” means a litigant who might otherw‘ sg be un
obtain legal aid or assistance for protecting his ge*aumH | gall r1
interests, involved in litigation, on account of his limited ﬁndﬂ lpl raﬁq

(d) “District Legal Empowerment Fund” means an am ||ﬂt allocated| |
District Legal Empowerment Committee from the Legal En% il
Window of Access to Justice Development Fund or other gra

made by the Federal Government, Provincial Goqernni. | 01‘]} If
Government. _ . | | .
(e) “Legal aid” means free legal aid or assistance extende&| ) ajde%gr*.
litigant by the Committee in areas hereinafter prescribed: | |‘| | | | [

I |

(f) “Member’” means member of the District Legal Empowerm mJCqmﬂ% -

3. Fstablishment of the Committee.- The Committee shall be con tH
and Justice Commission of Pakistan with the concurrence of the!
Court and the Provincial Government. ‘|

4, Composition of Committee, — (i) The composntlon of the Comq‘nﬁ
under:- |

II I |
L b
(a) District & Sessions Judge / Zilla Qazi as ex-Officio ohalrp?% n; |l ! I

(b) District Co-ordination Qfficer / Deputy Commissioner f'fl'ollmcaluL

member ex-officio. , | ||| \ | ||

(¢) Superintendent, District / Central Jail, memberex-ofﬁclo, |\'| |i| l;ll |i || |
(d) President, District Bar Association, member ex-offi c1o an .|||| | 'II'; i!I | |||I_ |||
(¢) A Representative of the Civil Society as co- opted | L] .Ibe.i- b| |i :tkc].il
Committee. '||i|i I' ,' '| I |'

I
|
(ii) The co-opted member shall be selected by the Committee, for agple 1od of *\iJFeh
years but shall be oligible for 1c-app01ntment for another term.

| ==

o e e ]




(ii1) The co-opted member shall hold the office during the pleasure of the (Jon-il|

and can be removed earlier by majority of its members. i
1
Il

(iv) The co-opted member may resign from his office by wr}ting;?hder hiUlT

addressed to the Chairperson.

| |[

I il

(v) The Committee may designate any of its members as Secrctf{ary tdit

who shall act and perform such functions as may be assigned |
Committee. | I‘

5
ti
d

eserving litigants. '

L
(ii) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-riile (il)’ioFthq

the legal aid may be extended in following areas:- I

(a) Professional fee / honorarium payable to lawyer;

(b) Court fee: | | :

(¢) Copying charges; ’ |
(d) Process fee: and |
|

(¢) Any other area which the Committee may deem appropr‘iaté
case, for extending legal aid to the deserving litigant. . ‘

0. Meetings of the Committee. — (i) The Committee shall| hold it
least once in a month to consider applications of the deserving litiga

o —
i

in view of any such application warranting urgent disposal.

(1) Presence of 50% members including chairperson shall constrtmff
for a meeting, 1

| ] ]
(iii) All decisions of the Committee shall be expressed in terms céﬁ‘a ni

majority of its members.

(iv) The Committee shall report its performance together iw&th_ IIL, |
recommendations, if any, to the Commission through High Court, within seyen

days of each meeting.

E
7. Procedure for Graat of Legal Aid. - (i) Any deserving Iit)iga
requests in writing on a plain paper addressed to the Chairperspn or|
prescribed by the Committee. The application must clearly contain thﬁ
payment as prescribed by Rule 5 (i) to plead his case before the

applications must be accompanied by National Identity Card or an)i| other d cument
Rig

identity.

(ii) The Superintendent District Jail may also forward applications J)f"the. uqn!cller

!’ i (

. Functions of the Committee.- (i) Subject to the provisions of any (')t'lie
me being in force, the Committee shall extend funds for provision of l¢

|

him|

Ui
nt {shall subp

convicted prisoners, or any person confined in Jail in relation to civil proceedings

hecessary verification that the applicant is a deserving litigant.

(i) The Committee may also consider cases referred by any Court for )r!lovis‘.;ioh of

legal aid to the persoil whose case is pending before such Court.
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| |; il ! 0l
| § o, |
(iv) Office of the Chairperson shall register the applicationsg in the| relevant register
with brief particulars and by assigning Diary No. The applications 5o regist% 4(1 shall
be placed before the Chairperson who if thinks appropriate may relfc:r the sam 3| to any
other person for verification and report qua financial position of the applicant. | ': i
(V) The application shall be examined by the Committee in its l.;itrt;hly._ ori l clhl
meeting, as the case may be, which shall determine the eligibility |or otherfvise of
applicant for grant of legal aid, the manner, nature and extent of such aid: | T |
it L
Provided that a person shall not be entitled to legal aid, fbr!:whohi an advogate Ill
public prosecutor or government pleader has already been appdlinted if the _s_ager case,
under any other law for the time being in force. | ' H ' |

(vi) The decision of the Committee shall be final; however, th
applicant litigant to apply again after furnishing sufficient proof
condition has been weakened to bear the expenses of litigation.

[l
; |
8. Selection of Legal Practitioner, — (i) The Committee |in #"

President, District Bar Association shall maintain a list of leg
appointed for the purpose’,

(i-A) The list of legal practitioners shall be notified for a period d

(ii) A legal practitioner havin

g at least [three]’ years standing at the
eligible for appointment. '

|
(iii) The Committee shall determine the fee of the legal practitic i

ner and i
from case to case however, it shall not be more than [RS.HO,fDTIC

x = Hi
chreumstances for a case. | ,

(iv) If the Committee is satisfied that

purpose is not satisfactory, may substi

tute him with another lawyer||
name from the list.

!

l
performance of the lawyer apFL

|
[
| examine the performance of each legal practitiop
amend the list on the basis of their efficiency and oy tput.‘ '

(v) The Committee shal
basis and may
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T

Fund shall be operated through an account to be opened in a branch oé_: |
bank, which shall be operated by the Chairperson,’ i ‘

(i) The Accountant of the District Court shall maintain all recards jg
Legal Empowerment Fund including books of account, cash book, led f
and other record, -

9. Management and Accounts of the Fund, — (i) The District LFg’aI E

(iii) The Accountant shall submit the accounts of the District Legal En

Fund in the manner and form specified by the Committee and shall lay-a
funds transferred from the Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan and
source and also maintain statements of expenditures and releases. [ ! |

10
| I

- The words *Vice Chairman, Provineial Bar Council,” and “and approval of the Chief Justipe of %
been nmitted vide Notification No, 14/198/2005/LIC-Al dated 12" October, 2023,

_ A new sub-rule 8 (i-A) is inserted vide Notification No, 14/198/2005/LIC-Al dated 12™ Uctqber,lﬁ:
* The word “five™ has heen SKIPSt[lu[Ed by “three” vide Notification No, 14/198/2005/L1C-Al datetj.i?
2023. |

* The figure 20,000/~ has he.en substituted by “40,000/-" vide-Nmiﬁcation No. 14/ I98!2'OU:SKLJCH
Outober. 2023,
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(iv) The Committee shall submit half yearly and annual audi
District Legal Empowerment Fund to the Commission through H

(v) All payments shall be made through cross cheques under

t—

ted 4\:
gh Co

T————

the si

Chairperson subject to decision of the Committee.

|
i

(vi) The Committee shall release funds in favour of legal 'Fprac, ific')ner in|| two
installments: first installment shall be paid at the time of assigniii the ¢ %
I

final installment shall be paid after verification of the fate of the

(vii) The Committee after receiving copy of final order with
assigned to a legal advisor may also call report from the conc
purpose of verification of disposal of the case.

(viii) The internal audit of the District Legal Empowerment Fund shal
annually in accordance with the relevant laws, rules or bylaws of

Government.,

(ix) The internal audit report shall be communicated to the C01nmissior|; tl

Court.

10. Relaxation of Rules. — The Chairperson may, for the reasons toi'lﬂle

writing relax strict application of any rule in appropriate cases.

| il
11. Interpretation of Rules. — Any question relating to the interprl:tat

rules shall be decided by the Chairperson.
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