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c e s s t o j u s t i c e

i, N,{axinrunr fee of regar practitioners from Rs'20,000/- to Rs'40'000/- to

'ue cletermined by the comrnittee & mayvary from CaSe to caie'

ii, Required regar experience r standing at the Bar of the Advocates

foreligibilityisnow3yearsinsteadof5years,and

iii, List of legal practitioners needs no formal approval of the chief Justice

as it was before. The list of Legar practitioners shall be notified for a

U,rt'l\\-r. Minutes of the 1Brr, Meeting of the Governing Body, Access to Justice

DeveloPment Fund'

period of 02 Years'

SoftCopiesoftheminutesofsubjectmeetingareS
harecl Orrtltr

cfficial email address' r)1

,t*fu '

Proi ect irector

The DePuq' SecretarY, Lavr arrd J usdce Commission of Pakistan, Suprerne Court Br-riiclinq'
1

Constitution Avenue, Isiamabad.

Leii.i :l:: & i0l-: PiDiFarhan Qureshi



' Minutes of the 18th Meeting of the 
-

Governing Body, Access ioJustice Development Fund
""'-'- i;id on"il'o August, 2023 tt Islamabad

ir'l'esent

1 Hon'ble Mr. J$stice Umar Ata Bandial

Chief Justice of Pakistan i
6il1i*r", cor"tning BodY' AIDF

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Iqbal Hameed Ur Rehman

Ciitilutti.., r"deral Shariat Court

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Ahmed Ali M' Shaiktl

6ii"iir'rit", High coutof sindh

Hon'ble Mr' Justice Muhammad Ameer Bhatti

Chief r"stic", t'ahore High Court

Hon'bie Mr. Justice Naeem-Allrtar Afghan
'itti"ii".rlt", gigh Court of Balochisun

H[i]i]ll;tlllll;"tfffi f3:h'

Hon'ble IvIr' Justice Mohammad Ibrahim Khan

IIi*? Cir"i:""tce, Peshawat High court

H;l-Hli Yffiilf#r1,stry or Law and lustice

Mr. Aamir Mahmood -
oiaiiionur s""'"t*y (Expen') Finance Division

Chairtrar')

On SPeoial lnvitatiotl

Member

Meirrbct:

Metlbe!

Membet:

Memtrcr

in Place of SecretarY Lartt'

in place of SecretarY Finance

Membety'Sec,.era!.].
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lo Yi;,I# i#Jll"i"" co**i"ion orPakistan

Tire meeting commenced with recitation from the Holy Qutan' The Hon'ble Chiel'

.iustice of Pakistan/ Chairman' Governing Body (G-B) of Acceps to Justice Development l'unrl

(A.IDF) rvelcomed the participants and asked the Seoretary' Law and Justice'Cornmission ol

Paldstan (LJCP) tc present the formal agenda of the meeting'

Agenita # 01: ffi;1iffil 
Performance of the Access to Justice Developmerrt

2' Ms' Riffat lnam Butt' Secretary' LJCP briefetl thl meetinS about the establislur:ent'

legal framework, mandate *U 
'"-'-'"'*"*" 

of Access to Justice Development Funcl (AJDit)'
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,
.iqcnda # 04: Alvareness campaign for enhlryinE performance of District Legrtl

p-oo'""tlliiEffi;i*tt (DLEC;) ind bottlenecks in rules'

23, The Secretary informed that the District Legal Empowerment Committees (DLECs)

havebeenconstihrtettinl2g'disuictsacrossthecountrytoprovidefreelegalaidtodeservirg

Iitigants. These committees are governed under District Legal Bmpowerment commitle':

(Constitution and Functions) Rules' 2011 and funds are provided to them from Legai

EmpowermentFundWindowoftheAJDF.ItwasfurtlrerinformedtlratatotalofRs.E]i.]:

MillionhasbeenreleasedtotheCommitteesand48%ofthereleasedu'ooun1hq5'Er::"

utilized by these Committees fot providing free legal aid in 4'914 cases' Province wise detaii

is given as undet:-

.{

(PKR in Miltion)

Cases Dealt

ab

4914

24. The Secretary highlighteat that the utitization of this pivotal funding is slow due tc

Iack of awareness and Procedural hiccups in the Rules regulating the functions ofDLECs' IL

was informed that the GB in its 17n meeting held on 9n Dece'mber 2022 while I evlel\"tilg

performance of DLECs, accorded approval for launch of mass awareness campalJ:i1:l

regarding constihrtion of committeesandprovisionoffreelegalaidpursuanttolvhiclr

following initiatives have been taken for sensitization of stakeholders and arrt'areness of the

general Public: -

Compllstrce Status

Advertisements are pubIished National and Regional NewsPaPetsm

havmg wide circulation on 106 June, 2023 Jang (Saturd av) and Dasrr

25ft June, 2023 (Sundar, respectivelY through Press Infonnation

ent,

Arvareness mater ial (brochure I leahets) has been designed anci

1.

lll.

1t

ln process

In proccss

website.displaYed on
IEC material

LJCP
has been widelY circulated among the DLEC to displal in

on their websites,

*i,$Hjl'Hfi ,;l1#$:',"1"Jil11fl#T,"'#'"f:""j":i::i

m"l*,:l*:.**ln'iil"i,$ff xT#fli''*o'"Highcourtsio

Unutllized
Amount

Amount
Ut lzed till

altte
Amount
Released

2369
Province

13.5112.8926.4 5698.47.215.6 1074Sindh 10.01I1.99
854KP 710.3418 4EBalochistan 0.740.46t.2ICT 40,3242,8883.2Total

StratEgy / Action

Publlc Awareness
(Print Media)

Dev€loPment and

Disseminrtion of
lnformationt
Education and
Communtcgtion (IEO
Materlal

DevcloPmcnt of
Moblle

ofnPreparrtio
rlestaGNdocum
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I ilIccting rfith the High
Courts and DLECs
for scnsitization on the
rifiricnt 

^nd 
effcctive

'.r:n of thc

25. The Hon'ble Chairman GB appreciated the

the LJCP Secretariat and rematked that DLECs are

ongoing awareness campaign launched by

district-based bodies therefore it would be

appropdate to adopt strategy for awareness primatily at distict level'

26. As regard designing and launching of Mobite Application for DLECs and other areas

of AJDF, the Additional secretary Law stated that the Ministry of Law and Justice had

del'elopedaveryoomprehensiveanduniqueapplicritionformonitodngsimilaractivities.He

suggestedthattheLJCPSecretariitmayreviewthefeatuesoftheMobileApplicationand

utilize the same by customizing as per its needs'

?1. The Secretary LJCP further informed that the LJCP Secretariat received feedback

frorn chairpersons of the Committees on slow utilization of the mas ana o*rer 
.tm1;U'::'l:;-

.\fter consultation, the LJCP Secretadat has proposed certain amendments in the DLEC

Rules. 2011 to enhance their performance'

2s,DuringdiscussiontheHon,bleChiefJusticePeshawarHighCourtophedtlatthe

proposed amendment regatding experience of lawyer may nol be practicable to the extent of

newly merged disticts (NMDs) i'e'' erstwhile FATA' The Hon'ble Member suggested that

the cap of five years' experience for lawyers may be relaxed to the extent of NMDs as there

rr,erelimitedexperiencedlawyers.TheSecretarystatedthattheSecretariatisinliaisorrwith

DLECsandbasedontheirfeedback'theSecretariatwouldreviewtheDLECRules'2011'

holistically for suggssting amendments to improve service delivery of the Committees'

29. The Hon'ble Chief Justice Lahore High Court pointed out that the wrderpedo naoce

cf DLECs, amongst other factors' is due to the cumbersome assessment mechanisnr for

aFproving tire list of ptactitioners to be engaged for free legal aid and suggested that such

power may be delegatecl to chaitpersons of DLECs' The Hon'ble Chief Justice High Court of

Balochistan opined that to maintain fiansparency it is crucial that tire Higlt Coutts inav

monitor and approve funds for DLECs'

DLECs through Judicial Acadcmies'

DLECs were requested to create 4wareness by dlsPlaylng pan-an':'":
"bi;; il;oG fremises and sensitization of members of the

l.

ll.

Judges / ChairPersons.Distdct & SessionsthesesstonsOnlinc

have becn conducted.
ili;;-i;;;t;ttal Judi;ial Acade'mies have. been requested to
-i"Jtoa" 

*o."n*tt tessions on DLECs in their haining programs'

l.

ii.

legal aidabout the freesessions to creatc awarcness
lnclusion ofs$ateness
scssions on DLECs in
training programs of
Jirdicial Acad€mies.
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the fee of the legal Practitioner

I
30. The GB re:r,iewed the proposed amendments and after deliberations appro'ed llre

proposal r,r,ith slight changes' The relevant Rule' proposal and amendmen'ts endorsed l:-" GFJ'

are as urder:-

8(iii) the Committee shall deternrine
a.nd it

may vary from case to case, |'16u'evcl''

iilfrdf not be more thag Rs"to'ooo/-

in anY circumstances for a oa'se'

ACTIOi.[:

31. The Governing Body reviewed the performance of DLECs, implementation sta'l'rr's o1:

al\'areness campaigns and accorded approval for:

Increasing the outreach of awareness campaigns to the far-flung aleas by

using latest corrununication tools and advanced techniques so that

benefits of free iegar aid may be accessible to the deserving people of

the retnote areas'

ii. Mo*itoring the implementation of awareness campaigns and utilization of

fundsbytheDLECstoimprovetheirservicedelivery.
t

i?. After deliberations, the GB endorsed the forlowing amendments proposed' i, the

lll-l-Cs Ruies. 20tr 1:'

8(i) the Committee ln consu Itation with the Vice

Chairman. Provincial Bar Council, President DBA and

approval of the Chief of High Court, shall
Justice

rnaintain a list of iegal Practitioners
to be appointed for

the purPose

8 (ii) A iegal having at least 5 Years

standi at the el 1e.
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r.,BdorsedenendmentAm
Existin Rule

aooointed for the Pulpose'

ti-al The list of legnl practitiorrer 's

rftufi be notified for Periocl o! QZ

ar5.

8(i)

ainta.in

riIta o,1collstl111tteeCommithe
t'IC IhIlistrresidentPthewith
a.ITIshallntiocta BA)Asso (D

betoonerstifo practilist legal

8(i) the

consultation
President
Association
maintain a

practitioners

Committee in
with the

District Bar
(DBA) shall
list of legal

to be aPPointed

for the Putpose

(l

lns(i) the
consultatiou

Cornmittee
rvith the Vi

Chaitm
President

Justice

B ATProvincialan
andDBAuncln

foCtritrftheofal
aH

be,oo

ointe d for tlte having at

at the Bat'
(ii)

eligi

ersA8 practitionlegal
standitrgyearsIeast 03

ble.bewould

ble.

having
A Iegal practitionersii)8(

a
a yearsleast

bewouldBarat thestanding
Bar u'ould be eligible'

hav ulgactitioners1eA pro gal(
theatSears5 tandingn leas v

practitioner and it rnaY vary

fro* case to case, however'

it shall not be more than

Rs.40,000/- itt any

Committee

determine

shalthe8 (iii)
fo thefee Iegalthe

circtrm stances for a case.

be more than Rs.?'0,000/- in anY

circutnstances for a cass'

Committee(i 1)

determin
practi

shallthe()

theoffee Iegalthe
fromvmi.

It aryandonerri a),
notshailitverolvehtocase casg,

GBendorsetlA
Rule 'ritlr the

BA) shall
alrpoitrtcrl

tatiommittee(')

practitioners

o11consul1nCthe8 tiottclir (DAssoBarD istricttPresiden btofoa ist egalmaintain
thefor purpose

practitioneof legalistThe(i-A)
rsfrzofrfonotified

l's slr;rll lrq

e AISingA8(ir)
,1e

lrr
Iofceethllle

aCtocase.fi'onr
llrall0/40Rs. ,00

the legal
however,
in any

a cas(:.forrrces

Committee(ii
offeetheshailthe6 case,tocasefromvaryitnda rnaytronerpracti 0l00Rs ,0hanmorebeotnshal

t.

1.

t

legat
be

Bar
valy
than


